2009-10 OVBABO Policy on Use of Improper Team Shirts

For all Games using NFHS Rules

(Updated as of 9/3/2009)
For the coaches and league administrators of both the high school and primary grade school leagues that use the NFHS (a. k. a. high school) rules for their leagues, there is a requirement that HOME teams shall wear white jerseys/shirts and visiting teams shall wear dark jerseys/shirts in all league games. (NOTE that as of April 2004, there has been an advanced notice about this rule given in the NFHS rules that are used for all school league games).

It is suggested by our Ontario Association of Basketball Officials (OABO) Provincial Rules Interpreter that all local Officials’ Boards should inform the coaches and school administrators that NFHS rules require white shirts for the home team. 

As has been a long standing agreement/policy and practice with the high school and primary school associations/leagues within the OVBABO local board officials’ jurisdiction, our officials (in the Ottawa area at least) will NOT penalize teams for violation of this rule during local league and playoff games. 

However, we further remind all coaches and league administrators of any teams from the high school and primary school associations/leagues (within the OVBABO local board officials’ jurisdiction), that advance to any future OFSAA Provincial Championships, that they should expect this rule will be enforced at these OFSAA Provincial Championships.

Here is the policy that we (OVBABO) will implement for all school games in our jurisdiction:

1. All HOME teams should wear white or light coloured shirts, or have shirts that are not of similar colour as the visiting teams shirts (if both sets of shirts are dark in colour). 

2. If both teams have dark coloured shirts that are too similar, then the home team will have to change to something else to contrast the colours (or use ‘pinneys’ of a different colour, etc.).

3. If both teams have white or light coloured shirts that are too similar, then the visiting team will have to change to something else to contrast the colours (or use ‘pinneys’ of a different colour, etc.).
We hope that all coaches and league administrators in the school leagues in our area will cooperate in the implementation of this policy, for the benefit of all school teams.

GOOD LUCK TO ALL THIS SEASON!

Bill M.
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