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Ottawa Valley Board of Approved Basketball Officials (OVBABO)
Policy on Bench Decorum/Fighting for all Games using NFHS Rules 
                                (Updated as of 9/1/2009)
With the continued help and cooperation of all high school (NCSSAA) and other school leagues within the OVBABO jurisdiction, we must continue to work towards maintaining proper bench decorum in all our school games. Incidences of unsportsmanlike comments, disrespectfully addressing officials, gestures designed to incite fans and players, bench personnel comments and gestures that bring the game into disrepute must stop. 
This policy shall apply to all High School, Junior High School and Elementary School games, as well as any other games using NFHS Rules.

Note: It is strongly recommended that the names of the head coach and all assistant coaches of each
team are listed and identified on the score sheet before the game begins. This is the existing/established procedure in the Ottawa high school leagues.
Therefore, all OVBABO officials will continue to enforce the following bench decorum policy for all games using NFHS rules.
1. The head coach is the only bench person allowed to remain standing during play.

2. The head coach is allowed to move between the 28’ mid-court (hash) mark (along the sideline where the team bench is located) and the baseline and outside of the court to coach and encourage his/her players. 

3. If the first instance of unsportsmanlike conduct by any bench personnel (including any of the situations/incidences mentioned above) is sufficiently bad enough to warrant a technical foul by the official, no warning need be given beforehand…a technical foul will be assessed. If the official judges that the conduct should merit an initial warning from the official, then a warning will be issued, and the head coach will still be allowed to remain standing or move within the team bench area.
4. After the first instance of unsportsmanlike conduct (and an initial warning from an official has been issued), the second instance of such should be penalized with a Technical Foul.

5. After the first technical foul has been given to any bench personnel for unsportsmanlike conduct, the head coach must now remain seated at all times except to: 

a) rise and stand in front of his/her team bench area to request a time out or signal players to request a time out; 

b) confer with personnel at scorer’s table to request that a correctable error, or a timing¸ scoring or alternating-possession mistake be prevented or rectified. Usually, in order to confer with the game officials about any of the above, a head coach should politely ask the timer to sound the horn immediately at the 1st opportunity when the game clock is stopped. 
c) within the confines of the team bench area, confer with players during a charged time out, or the intermission between quarters or extra periods; 

d) within the confines of the team bench area, replace or remove an injured or disqualified player or player directed to leave the game, within 20 seconds when a substitute is available.  

All other bench personnel must remain seated as well throughout the game.

6. The second direct technical foul to the head coach shall result in the head coach being ejected from the game and he/she leaving the confines of the gym. As well, any second direct technical foul to any bench personnel will result in that person being ejected from the game. If that person is ‘adult bench personnel’ (that is, a non-player), he/she must also leave the gym.

Any technical foul to any bench personnel shall also be charged indirectly to the head coach, and a third indirect technical foul charged to the head coach shall result in the head coach being ejected and leaving the confines of the gym. 

At this point there must be an approved assistant coach (who is listed on the score sheet) to be designated as head coach or the game is forfeited.

7. The head coach may enter the court ONLY if beckoned (summoned by gesture) or verbally summoned by an official (for example, to attend to an injured player on the court, or to assist in stopping/preventing a fight). By rule (10, Section 4), the head coach is responsible for his/her own conduct and behavior, as well as substitutes, ejected/disqualified team members and all other bench personnel.
If beckoned by an official, ONLY the head coach is permitted to leave the team bench area during a fight, or during any situation which may lead to a fight, to assist the officials to maintain or to restore order. In this situation, the head coach shall not be ejected/disqualified from the game.
If the head coach is beckoned onto the court by an official and a) does not respond to/refuses the request to assist the officials in maintaining or restoring order or b) leaves the team bench area and does not assist or attempt to assist the officials to maintain or to restore order, officials will assess a flagrant technical foul directly to the head coach, and the head coach will be ejected/disqualified from the game.
Thanks to all persons (school league administrators as well as the OVBABO executive on behalf of the membership) for their input to this updated policy for all school games within the OVBABO jurisdiction.
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